CLASSICS 161:  W18:  ROMAN IDENTITIES 2:  HIGH EMPIRE TO LATE EMPIRE

The key question here is, When were you born?  In 212 CE, the emperor Caracalla passed an edict that made everyone living within the Roman empire a Roman citizen.  Before that, citizenship was piecemeal:  prominent families in urban centers were granted Roman citizenship as an honor, lesser persons not so much, so that they lived under local law, for the most part.  Soldiers, however, were citizens, and were often posted by the army very far from home.  


Religious affiliation, too, correlates strongly with date of birth.  Before around 200 CE, Christianity was a fringe religion, not at all common in most places.  By the 300s, it was common everywhere, and normative in some places.  Everywhere in the empire, there were also local gods, whose traditions and festivals never went away.


As we move away from Italy, language, like religion, multiplies, combining Latin or Greek with dozens of local languages.  Latin was spoken throughout the western empire (hence the Romance languages in Italy, Spain, Portugal, France), while Greek was spoken throughout the eastern empire.  Carthage and North Africa remained Latin-speaking through the Vandal conquest (435-534), but Latin was lost there after the Arab conquest (647-709).

Britannia
1.  Calpurnia Alauna:  40 years old, freedwoman and wife of C. Calpurnius Receptus, the priest of the goddess Sulis in the Roman town of Bath (Aquae Sulis).  Her first language was Celtic, but she speaks and reads Latin well; she was taken into slavery as a child when her tribe rose in the 60s CE, and purchased by a Romano-Celtic family in Bath to help with the weaving.  Among the gods she worships are not only Sulis but the Mothers, important to Celts across the Western empire.  Her name means “Nourishing” (Celtic).

2.  Regina:  30 years old, freedwoman and wife of the Roman soldier Barathes, a native of Palmyra; Regina was originally a tribeswoman of the Catuvellauni, a tribe living north of London, and was sold northward into the borders where the empire ends.  She has two children with Barathes and lives with them in a small house outside the fortress at Vindolanda, built after the uprising in 211 CE.  She still worships the Mothers, but now, with her husband, sacrifices to Astarte and Bal; her birth language was Celtic, her husband has taught her a little Palmyrene, and they mainly communicate in Latin.  Her name means “Queen” (Latin).

Hispania
3.  Licinia Felicula:  20 years old, wife and freedwoman of L. Licinius Alcinous, of Tarraco, but she comes originally from Gades.  Her husband’s former owner is a city decurion whose family, some generations back, were the major donors for the amphitheater.  She and her husband work as silversmiths in a shop that they expanded during the visit paid to the city by the emperor Hadrian; they worship the Roman pantheon, but have recently been initiated into the worship of the Egyptian goddess Isis.  Both speak only Latin.  Her slave name meant “Little Lucky.”

4.  Therasia Prima:  40 years old, daughter of a large landowner and Roman senator from Tarraco; now living with her husband on a villa outside Faventia (modern Barcelona).  Born a Christian in 364 CE, she encouraged her husband to be baptized, and, when their baby died, the two of them decided to withdraw from the world together.  After she dies, he’ll become a saint.

Gallia
5. Marcella:  20 years old, daughter of a professor of rhetoric in the city of Burdigala (now Bordeaux).  Trained by her father, she has a thorough education in classical Latin literature and can also read Greek; she likes to spend time in bookstores, and dreams of going to Rome.  Born in 370 CE, she is not a Christian, but her best friend is; she herself prefers philosophy to religion.  Her birth language is Latin, but she knows some Celtic words through her wetnurse.

6.  Bissula:  12 years old, a German slave owned by a wealthy Gallic landowner, who treats her as a pretty toy and writes poetry about her.  She was taken captive at the age of 6 during an expedition against the Suebians in 368 CE.  Her birth language was Germanic, but she now speaks Latin, except with the assistant cook, who comes from a village near her own, across the Rhine.  Following the custom of her tribe, she still worships the spirits of trees and streams.  Her name means “Little Bit” in Suebic.
Aegyptus
7.  Ptolema:  30 years old, a landowner in Oxyrhynchus, reign of Hadrian.  She went to a Greek school and Greek is her birth language, but she also speaks Egyptian fluently and can get by in Latin.  With her family, she went to see the emperor Hadrian and his entourage pay their visit to the statue of Memnon; her main devotion is to Isis, and she is an initiate in Isiac cult.

8.  Tachom:  40 years old, born at Alexandria in 450 CE; at the age of 16 she became a nun at the White Monastery, leaving her wealthy family behind (she and her best friend ran away together).  Speaks Egyptian and some Greek.  Hopes to become head nun soon.

Africa (that is, the province of Africa; the part of North Africa where Carthage is)

9.  Cornelia Lucilla:  40 years old, from a Roman senatorial family; she lives part of each year in Carthage to manage the family brickyards, and is a prominent wheeler-dealer in the local construction industry.  Speaks Latin and some Greek; divorced, has no plans to re-marry.  Sacrifices to the empress Faustina and her husband, the emperor Antoninus Pius.

10.  Monnica:  30 years old, lives in Carthage with her husband, a wealthy grain dealer.  They have a 10-year-old son, born in 354.  Monnica is a Christian but her husband Patricius is not; he beats her, and she drinks.  Her son is about to start school and get the rhetorical education his father views as the key to success.  The family is ethnically Berber but speak only Latin.
Syria
11.  Miryam:  16 years old, daughter of Menahem, who owns an overland trade business located in Antioch.  The family are Jewish, and are all bilingual in Aramaic and Greek.  Miryam would like to be a scholar like her brother, but knows she will probably go into real estate like her older sister, and will soon be married in any case.  She understands that the mother of the emperor Marcus Aurelius is also a businesswoman, and sees the little clay figurines of the imperial family in all the gift shops, but does not join in community sacrifices to the emperor.

12.  Thraitta:  20 years old, a slave doing menial labor in the household of one of the leading men of Iconium (now Konya, in central Turkey).  Five years ago, she saw firsthand what happened when the religious cult leader Paul came through town and her owner’s daughter Thecla ran off to join him.  The family are all initiates in the cult of the Great Mother, Cybele, like all the other families they know, although there is also a large Jewish community in Iconium.  Thraitta’s name means “Woman from Thrace,” which is a common slave name, due to the heavy traffic in slaves in that region of the Greek world.  Ethnically, she was born among the Bessoi, a mountain tribe, and her mother worshiped the goddess Bendis.
Italia
13.  Charis:  30 years old, a reader, property of Calpurnia wife of the younger Pliny.  Themis was born on the Calpurnius family estate in northern Italy and is enjoying the trips her young owner now takes to Rome and the Bay of Naples; she reads and speaks both Latin and Greek fluently.  She has a special devotion to the goddess Minerva, who healed her mother’s illness, and she sacrifices regularly to the household Lares.  Her name means “Grace.”
14.  Melania:  50 years old, born in 383 a great heiress from a Roman senatorial family, she loves to travel, and has been not only to Carthage and Jerusalem but to the Egyptian desert, visiting all the most important holy men.  Although she married her cousin Valerius Pinianus at the age of 14, the two of them soon gave up things of the flesh, and now she keeps busy founding convents; currently she is living in one she founded in Palestine.  Speaks Latin and Greek.

Constantinople 
15.  Thais:  20 years old, pantomime dancer; worked with Theodora before Theodora started dating Justinian.  Specializes in acrobatics.  Daughter of a tavern owner and a retired dancer, she always knew she’d go on the stage.  She is a Christian, but also prays to Tyche (Fortune).  Speaks Greek.  Her parents named her after the famous courtesan Thais, Alexander’s lover; not coincidentally, St. Thais also had that name,  so it conveniently works both ways.
