CLA 2244/ WGS 2294: Gender and Sexuality in Greece and Rome (Writing Intensive)
Fall 2019  TTh 11:00-12:15  CAC 002
  Instructor: John Svarlien 
Office: CAC  209C
Office Hours: MWF 2:30-4:00, TTH 10-11, and by appointment and email 
Email: jsvarlien@transy.edu
Office phone: 8151

Required Texts:

Hubbard, T. Homosexuality in Greece and Rome: a sourcebook of basic documents (University of California Press 2003)

Lefkowitz, M. and M. Fant. (4th edition). Women’s Life in Greece and Rome: a source book in translation (The Johns Hopkins University Press 2016)
The Diotima Web Site at https://diotima-doctafemina.org
Handouts in class and Materials on Moodle 
Course Requirements and Grading:

Attendance, preparation and active participation in discussions, submitting weekly questions on the readings, short writing assignments, several short quizzes, and contributions to the anthology of contemporary sources = 20%

Drafts, Revisions, Paper Proposals, and Peer Reviews = 10%
One paper of five (minimum) double-spaced pages = 15% 
One paper of ten (minimum) double-spaced pages = 25%

Two exams = 30% (15% each)
Grades will follow traditional numbers: 100-94 = A; 93-90 = A-; 89-87 = B+, etc.

Purpose of Course: 

This term we will consider a thesis: Contemporary notions of gender and the politics of gender in western society have been fundamentally shaped by the Greco-Roman cultural tradition.  Is this thesis credible? If it is valid, in what respects does this tradition still shape the terms in which we think and act? The goal of this course is for all of us to arrive at a more clearly formulated conclusion about the genealogy of our beliefs on gender and sexuality. On the path to this goal, we will learn a great deal about the Greco-Roman world from many different types of evidence: ancient literature, legal documents, religious practices and beliefs, the visual arts, philosophy, archaeology, social and political ideas and practices, personal letters, medical writings and practices, inscriptions, historians, orators, educational practices, sports, etc. In the process, we will work with and hone certain skills: the close, critical reading of primary texts, the critical assessment of scholarly positions and arguments, the decipherment of evidence, and the construction of solid arguments based on that evidence. Since this is a Writing Intensive course, we will devote some class time to talking about the mechanics of scholarly writing and the art of good writing. The formal paper assignments will involve paper proposals, drafts, conferences, peer reviews, and revisions. 
The Class:

This class is designed largely as a seminar. We will spend most of our time together discussing primary texts and the issues and questions these texts raise.  It is essential that each of us read the assigned material closely, critically and thoughtfully, and then come prepared to lead and contribute to the in-class discussions. The issues will be controversial. The classroom provides a forum for examining differing opinions. Here are a few basic ground rules: listen respectively and thoughtfully to others (members of the class and authors). Try to back up the claims you make with specific evidence and well-reasoned arguments. Always bring the texts we are discussing with you to class and refer to the texts during discussions. Come to each class with several discussion questions prepared; be ready to lead discussions. Be willing to reexamine basic premises and presuppositions as we consider key issues in the debate about gender and sexuality in the past and present. I imagine that most of us will change or modify positions on issues over the course of the term. 
To talk meaningfully about gender and sexuality in the Greco-Roman world, we will need knowledge of that world. To become more familiar with the Greeks and the Romans, we will study different kinds of primary evidence and examine how this evidence has been interpreted by scholars and critics. I will provide background information as needed. Take good notes on the readings and on what we go over in class. 

Two Papers: in both papers, you will take an issue and focus on a specific question. The purpose of your paper will be to propose, explain, and support your answer to that question by means of well-reasoned argumentation and judicious use of the relevant evidence. Both papers should be solidly based on research into primary and secondary sources, and should include a bibliography and footnotes. I have given you a minimum page count for each paper; you are welcome to go beyond that count to a reasonable degree. As you all know, good writing is a process of several stages; serious revision is essential to good writing. I encourage you to take advantage of the resources at the Writing Center.
I will ask you to turn into me a formal paper proposal for each paper, to submit a complete draft for each paper, to meet with me to discuss the drafts, to write up formal peer reviews of your colleagues’ papers, and to carry out substantial revisions (as needed). 
If you like what you read in Eidolon (see link in the last section of this syllabus), I encourage you to submit a contribution to that online journal. If you are interested in having a wider public audience for your scholarly work, please consider presenting a modified version of your 10-page paper at the Bluegrass Undergraduate Classics Conference held annually at the end of October.
The Anthology: throughout the term, we will be working closely with many different kinds of primary evidence conveniently collected in two anthologies and more material that I will provide in class. Working with evidence from antiquity presents challenges. We will discuss how best to deal with these challenges at the start of the term and refine strategies as we proceed. In tandem with our investigation into the world of ancient Greece and Rome, our collective project will be to assemble our own anthology of contemporary evidence dealing with gender and sexuality today. This has two aims: to help us identify and manage the difficulties of analyzing evidence and to help us address the question of whether or not Greco-Roman culture has fundamentally shaped our own public and private worlds. One very good reason for looking into the past is understanding how the past fits into the present. I expect all of us to contribute to the anthology on a regular basis throughout the term and to lead discussions as we analyze this contemporary evidence alongside the ancient evidence.
Two Exams: will test your knowledge and understanding of important terminology, methodologies and their rationales, timelines, key historical figures, important concepts, theories and models, and essential points of information about the Greco-Roman world. We will collectively compose study guides for these exams as we move through the semester. I will ask you on each exam to do what we will be doing in every class period, namely, to analyze examples of ancient evidence. There is no final exam.
Quizzes: there will be a few very short quizzes focused on timelines, terms, and key points of information. I will always announce quizzes at least one class period in advance.
Informal Discussions: I strongly encourage all of you to get together and discuss topics and readings outside of class and to drop by my office to talk about your thinking on issues. Let me know immediately if/when you face any problems this term. 
Caveat Emptor: some of the material we will be reading, viewing, and discussing is frankly obscene and in some instances pornographic. Some aspects of ancient Greek and Roman sexuality can be disturbing. If this concerns you, let me know and we will work out accommodations.

It is essential that you keep up with the readings over the term and come prepared to discuss texts. As a general rule, make-up work will not be given except in the case of a genuine emergency. Note that it is your responsibility, if you miss a class, to know the material we covered in your absence. On a Tuesday/Thursday schedule, missing two or more classes can jeopardize your success in the course.  
Learning Outcomes:

If you satisfactorily complete the work assigned in this course, you will be able to
1. Explain key aspects of the culture of ancient Greece and the Greco-Roman world.

2. Explain important similarities and differences between Greek and Roman ideas and practices pertaining to gender and sexuality and contemporary ideas and practices.
In addition, you will have
1. Enhanced your ability to evaluate, analyze, and use a variety of evidence in understanding ancient and modern practices and thinking about gender and sexuality.

2. Enhanced your ability to think clearly, argue cogently, and write effectively in expressing your own well-reasoned positions on complex issues.

One bonus is that you will learn some ancient Greek and Latin.

For information about Disability Services on campus and Title IX, see the copy of this syllabus posted on Moodle.
 Class Schedule
Sept. 3 and 5: Introduction. Considering methodologies. In-class workshop on the Amazons (handout with primary sources). Guidelines for working with ancient evidence. See “Reading and Writing about Ancient Sources” via link listed in the final section of this syllabus. Images shown in class will be posted on Moodle for future reference. Historical women in battle: L&F VI.182-195. Evaluating archaeological evidence: see P. Rahtz’s “How likely is likely?” (handout).
Sept. 10 and 12: Discussion of Bachofen’s theory of matriarchy in Das Mutterrecht (1861). The “Great Mother Figure” in the early Bronze Age. Cycladic and Minoan archaeological evidence. Goddesses in Hesiod’s Theogony: Gaia, Aphrodite, Rhea, Hecate, Metis. The potnia theron  (πότνια θηρῶν). Cybele. The seduction of Zeus by Hera on Mt Ida (Iliad 14.187-429 Fagles trans). The Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite (c. 675 BCE). Pandora and Eve. Genesis chapters 2-4 (6th-5th centuries BCE) and Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days (c. 700 BCE). Gilgamesh (c. 2000 BCE): Enkidu and Shamhat, the temple prostitute. Readings: L&F II.1-9. Other readings posted on Moodle or found on Diotima. 
Sept. 17 and 19: Women in Homeric Epic: Penelope, Clytemnestra, Euryclea, Helen, Circe, Calypso, Nausicaӓ, the slave girls and the suitors. Samuel Butler, The Authoress of the Odyssey (1897). Carol Ann Duffy (1999) speaks for female characters in the epics. Sappho (L&F I.4). Other readings posted on Moodle.
Sept 19 (Thursday): Proposal for the first paper due in class.
Sept. 24 and 26, Oct. 1 and 3: Ancient Greek Sexualities. How to define “sexuality.” D. M. Halperin’s “Introduction” to Before Sexuality. K. J. Dover, “Classical Greek Attitudes to Sexual Behavior” (access via Arethusa link in final section of this syllabus). Sappho (Hubbard 1.5-27). Anacreon (Hubbard 1.31, 1.33). Ibycus (Hubbard 1.35). Theognis (Hubbard 1.39, 1.41, 1.42, 1.43, 1.44, 1.45, and 1.50). Pindar’s First Olympian Odes (Hubbard 1.87). Selections from Hellenistic poetry (Chapter 6 in Hubbard). Selections from Greek historical texts (Hubbard 2.2, 2.4, 2.10, 2.12, 2.13, 2.14, 2.16, 2.20, 2.21, and 2.22-2.28). Aristophanes’ “Origin of Love” speech in Plato’s Symposium (Hubbard pp.188-92). Evidence from Athenian Comedy (Hubbard 3.1-34).
Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 7:30 in Carrick, Professor James Warren (Cambridge University) will give the third annual Collis Lecture: “Aristotle on Virtue and Regret.”
Oct 3 (Thursday): Draft of the first paper due in class. Paper Conferences October 3 and 4. 
Oct. 8 and 10: Women in Athens. S. Rotroff and R. Lamberton, “Women in the Athenian Agora” (posted on Moodle), Ischomachus’ advice to his bride in Xenophon’s Oeconomicus (L&F VII.319). Pericles’ “Funeral Oration” in Thucydides at https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/pericles-funeralspeech.asp Women in Athenian tragedy and comedy. L&F I. 32-44. Selections from Aeschylus’ Agamemnon and Eumenides; Euripides’ Medea, Hippolytus, and Andromache; Aristophanes’ Thesmophoriazusae,  Ecclesiazousae and Lysistrata. Aspasia (L&F VII. 235). Spartan Women. Helen. Gorgo. Readings in L&F: IV.112-116. 
Oct. 11 (Friday): Finished First Paper due. 
Oct. 15: Fall Break
Oct 17 (Thursday):  First Exam.
Oct 22 and 24: Medical Writings. Hubbard 5.16 (Ps.-Aristotle’s Problems 4.26: Theories of the female body). L&F IX.427-481. “Diseases of Young Girls” and “Hysteria” in the Hippocratic Corpus. Galen. Soranus. Female medical practitioners. 
Oct. 29 and 31: Philosophers on Sexuality and Gender. L&F III.86-90; VII. 254-257. Hubbard: accounts of Socrates 5.1, 5.4, 5.7.216 (pp. 204-7), 5.9., 5.10-5.11, 5.12, 5.13-5.14, 5.15, 5.17-5.25.
Oct. 31 (Thursday): Proposal for Second Paper due in class.

Nov. 5 and 7: Women and Religion. Greek heroine cults. Cults exclusively for women (Adonis, Thesmophoria, the Bona Dea). Women’s religious offices. The Vestal Virgins. L&F X.511-516. K. Murray, “Spinning Out of Hades: A Journey from the Thesmophoria to Spin Class” in Eidolon (Sept. 17, 2018).
Nov. 12 and 14: Sexuality and Gender in Republican and Augustan Rome. Tanaquil, Cloelia, Lucretia, Cornelia (the mother of the Gracchi), Sempronia, Hortensia, Turia, Servilia (the mother of Brutus) Fulvia, Cleopatra, Livia, the two Julias. Hubbard: 7.1-65 and 8.1-22. L&F II.61-63, V.126-167, VI.196-199. 
Nov. 14 (Thursday): Draft of Second Paper due in class. Conferences Nov. 14 and 15.
Nov. 14: Screening of Richard Lester’s A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (1966) with music by Stephen Sondheim in Cowgill 102.

Nov. 19: Dating in Rome. Roman erotic elegy. The women of erotic elegy in Rome: Lesbia (Clodia), Lycoris (Cytheris), Cynthia (Hostia), Tibullus’ dominae Delia and Nemesis, Ovid’s Corinna. See T. Lee “To Me, You are Creepy: Excluded Lovers from Rome to Rom-Com” and D. Zuckerberg, “Bang Rome: Ovid and the Original Sin of Pickup Artistry,” both in Eidolon (Feb. 13, 2017 and Dec. 21, 2015 respectively). Readings posted on Moodle.
Nov. 21: Second Exam.
Nov. 26: No Class. This is a good day to schedule an appointment with the Writing Center, to conduct additional research, and to focus on revising the draft of your second paper. And prepare readings for next week’s classes.
Dec. 3 and 5: Late Antiquity and Christianity. L&F X.441-452. 
Dec. 5: Finished Second Paper due in class. Wrap-up discussion. Course evaluations.
Two Useful Resources:
The Loeb Classical Library in bookcases at the entrance to the stacks in our library. PA 4495 for Greek authors and PA 6156 for Latin authors.

Brill’s New Pauly multi-volume encyclopedia of the Greco-Roman world. In Reference area: DE 5
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Web Resources (see Resources on Diotima):

Pharos: addresses appropriations of Greco-Roman antiquity by hate groups. http://pages.vassar.edu/pharos/
Links:

Scene from Disney’s Fantasia (1940): a new take on centaurs. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lplQlPiABVM
The “Oysters or Snails” scene from Kubrick’s Spartacus (1960). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJ0VSmkebwk
“The Origin of Love” by John Cameron Mitchell and Stephen Trask from Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zU3U7E1Odc
K. Smith, “In Praise of Online Dating.” NYT Aug. 9, 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/opinion/sunday/online-dating.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
Fresh Air interview “Discrimination Against Women in Hollywood.”  https://www.npr.org/2019/08/07/749082051/discrimination-against-women-in-hollywood-with-geena-davis-maria-giese
William Moulton Marston’s Wonder Woman and Greek Mythology. http://theconversation.com/the-truth-about-the-amazons-the-real-wonder-women-78248
Gal Gadot in Wonder Woman 1984 (2020) https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7126948/videoplayer/vi749452057?ref_=vi_nxt_ap
Some basic information about Greek painted pottery. https://www.britannica.com/art/Greek-pottery
Greek Painted Pottery: “Ten Ways to Look at Greek Vases.” https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/10-ways-to-look-at-ancient-greek-vases/
Reading and Writing about Primary Sources. https://www.wm.edu/as/history/undergraduateprogram/hwrc/handouts/primarysources/index.php
A Guide for Citing Sources in Classics. https://www.haverford.edu/classics/resources/guide-citing-sources-classics
Eidolon Classics Journal. https://eidolon.pub/
Sententiae Antiquae. “Gender, Smell and Lemnos: More Misogyny from Greek Myth.” https://sententiaeantiquae.com/2017/04/07/gender-smell-and-lemnos-more-misogyny-from-greek-myth/ 

“Women in Antiquity” issue of Arethusa 6 (1973). https://www.jstor.org/stable/i26307459
A selection of articles, including K. J. Dover “Classical Greek Attitudes to Sexual Behavior”
